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ABSTRACT: The present study deals with the awareness and perceptions of farmers about the Sustainable 

Agriculture and Food Security. For this purpose a survey type research is carried out by the researcher. The 

sample was 100 Farmers, collected by the situational sampling technique form the different villages of Habra 

Block – 1 area. The tool used is an interview schedule, prepared by the researcher to collected the data the 

findings indicate that majority of the farmers are not aware about the sustainable agriculture and Food 

Security. The findings also indicate that most of the farmers have not completed their elementary education. 

Though they have some practical knowledge, they lack theoretical knowledge about sustainable farming. Most 

of them have no clear idea about the adverse effects of pesticides, soil erosion, chemical fertilizers etc.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 
Granatsetin (1988) summarized the historical development of the concept of sustainable agriculture. 

Earlier, the concept was construed as “organic farming: - a term which was originally coined by J.I.Rodale in 

the 1940’s. 

 Recent treatises about the meanings of agriculture sustainability distinguish three schools of thought 

(Douglass 1984, 1985): 

The “ford sufficiency” or “productivity” school where agriculture is primarily an instrument for 

feeding the World through a combination of more resources and greater efficiency. 

The “stewardship” school which regards agricultural sustainability primary as an ecological phenomenon; and, 

The “Community: school or “alternative” where attention is focused primarily on the effects of different 

agriculture system on the social organization and culture of rural life. 

“Agricultural sustainability means different things to different groups of people”. However, there is one 

common denominator to the various approaches to promoting sustainable agriculture, and that is the integration 

of sustainable development techniques and traditional farming practices towards environmentally sound 

economically viable, socially just and humane agricultural system. 

The University of Nebraska currently uses the following definition (Granatsteion, 1988): 

 “A management strategy which helps the producer to select hybrids and varieties, cultural practices, 

soil fertility programmes and pest management approaches which reduce costs of purchased inputs minimize the 

impact of the system on the immediately and off-farm environment, and provide sustained level of production 

profit from farming”. 

 The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) of the consultative Group of International Agricultural 

Research has suggested the following definition of sustainability (Food and Agriculture Organization, 1989) 

 “Sustainable agriculture should involve the successful management of resource for agriculture of 

satisfy changing human needs while maintaining or enhancing the quality of the environment and coarsening 

national resources.”  

 In this study I have focused on the awareness and perceptions of farmers about the sustainable farming 

and food security of the nations. The block was so chosen because it may give a status of farmers of our country 

with regard to variation in education economic advancement and other vital human development parameters.  

 

II. OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY 
1. To study the educational status of the farmers.  

2. To study the awareness of farmer about the adverse effects of pesticides, chemical fertilizers, soil 

erosion etc. 

3. To study the perceptions of farmers about the sustainable agriculture and food security.  
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III. METHODOLOGY 
Type of the research: The study is basically survey type research.  

Sample:  The sample was 100 farmers collected by situational sampling technique from the different villages of 

Habra Block -1 area.  

Tools: An interview schedule prepared by the researcher to collect the data.  

Findings and Discussion:  

 

Table – I Educational Status of the Farmers. 

Level of Education 
No. of Passed 

Candidates 
% of passed candidates 

Gradation and Above 1 1% 

M.P. to H.S 12 12% 

Class VIII 21 21% 

Class IV 30 30% 

Below Class IV 15 15% 

Illiterate 21 21% 

 

Data reveals that: Majority of the farmers have not completed their elementary education. Many of 

them were even illiterate. They mainly have low level of formal education. 

 

Table – II Awareness among farmers about adverse effects of pesticides, chemical fertilizers, soil erosion. 

Type of Awareness No. of farmers % of farmers 

Awareness about bad impacts 

of pesticides 
39 39% 

Awareness about bad impacts 

of chemical fertilizers. 
31 31% 

Awareness about bad impacts 

of soil erosion. 
25 25% 

  

Data reveals that only 39% of the farmers are aware about bad impacts of pesticides, 31% of the 

farmers are aware about bad impact of chemicals fertilizers and only 25% of the farmers are aware about bad 

impacts of soil erosion.  

 

Table – III Awareness of farmers about sustainable agriculture and food security 

Awareness No. of farmers % of farmers 

Awareness about sustainable 

agriculture and food security 
11 11% 

 

Data reveals that only 11% of the farmers are aware about sustainable agriculture and food security of 

the nations that means 89% of the farmers are unaware about the sustainable agriculture and food security.  

 

IV. CONCLUSION 
The findings indicate that majority of the farmers have not completed their elementary education and 

many of them even illiterate. The findings also indicate that majority of the farmers are unaware about the 

adverse impacts of pesticides, chemical fertilizers, soil erosion in agricultural systems. Majority of the farmers 

are unaware about sustainable farming and even most of the farmers have not heard the terms sustainable 

agriculture and food security. Intensive programs need to be taken up to make the farmers aware about the 

adverse impacts of pesticides, chemical fertilizers, soil erosion etc. Some workshops, seminars, meetings with 

the farmers should be organized at Village level, Panchayet level , Block level, etc. by the concerned authorities 

and governments time to time to keep the farmers updated and informed in this regard for the interest of our 

society and nation.  
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